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STORY SUMMARY

Best friends Amelia Miles and Shackleton Jones team up to save their park from the curses of Glam-Evil, an 
ultravillain with a grudge.

Shackleton: WHOA WHOA WHOA. ANACONDA attack?! Don’t worry, there aren’t any giant, kid-eating snakes 
in this book. I’m just having my best friend Amelia for a sleepover. Right? ... RIGHT?! Say goodbye to the rickety 
bridge ... the perfect playground ... the skyscraper tree ... the BEST PARK EVER has just been cursed by an evil ultra-
villain! It’s up to best friends Shackleton and Amelia to save their favourite place, no matter what crazy curses turn 
up along the way. 

What do you get if you cross the humour of The Bad Guys with action of Indiana Jones? The first book in a brand-
new graphic novel series by comedian Sam Smith with illustrations by César Lador.

THEMES

Teamwork, Trust, Confidence, Friendship, Tying laces, Adventure, Risk-taking, Bravery, Sleepovers.
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SUGGESTED SHARED READING QUESTIONS

Starting with the cover, ask the students to predict who 
Miles and Jones are. What is an anaconda? How would 
an anaconda attack?

Chapter 1
What is Shackleton looking for? Where does his dad 
suggest looking? Do you believe Shackleton knows 
how to tie his own laces? Where does Amelia live?

Chapter 2
What does it mean to appreciate something? What is 
a ‘racket’?  Who curses the wretched park? What does 
‘wretched’ mean?

Chapter 3
What does Amelia do first when Shackleton and his dad 
arrive at her house? What happened to Shackleton’s 
mum and Amelia’s dad? 

Chapter 4
What is a scenic route? Why do they need to take the 
scenic route back to Shackleton’s house? What do 
they do to try and get to safety?

Chapter 5
What does Amelia pull out of her bag to save them? 
What does it mean to ‘save someone’s bacon’? What 
do they see in the water?

Chapter 6
What happens to Sam’s feet? What do you think ‘snake 
repellent’ does?

Chapter 7
How does Amelia try to stop the snake? How did they 
get to the top of the skyscraper tree? What does 
Amelia’s mum want to go home to do?

Chapter 8
What does Mr Jones think they are going to do with the 
sheet? What do they use it for? Where do they land?

Chapter 9
Where does Mr Jones think the anaconda has gone?  
What does he do that keeps them in the nest? What is 
the shadow that comes over them?

Chapter 10
How does Amelia think the anaconda will kill them? How 
do they work together to stop the anaconda? 

Chapter 11 
What stops the anaconda from getting them? Who is 
the anaconda crying for?

Chapter 12
What is Mr Jones’s plan? How do the others help 
Shackleton? What does Shackleton do to stop the 
anaconda?

Chapter 13
What is an ‘ultravillain’? How much more evil than a 
supervillain is Glam-Evil? What are Glam-Evil’s pet 
anacondas called? 

Chapter 14
What starts to fall from the sky?
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SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES  

Suggested activities are designed be adapted for individual tasks, pairs, small group work or completed as a class 
for added support for younger learners.

Ordering
Using the attached template of events from the story, ask your learners to put the events in order. Confident 
writers might be asked to add a sentence for each picture, or you could add support to learners by asking them to 
work in pairs or small groups. 

Ordering answers
1, 7, 2, 4, 8, 6, 5, 3

I’ll teach you how to tie them.

I CAN TIE MY OWN LACES,

I just don’t want to.

Where did you have 
them last?

Take your time, son, 
I don’t want any slips or 
trips. And then we can 
appreciate the park.

Come on, it’s not every day I have my best friend 
coming over for my first EVER sleepover.

I don’t care! I CURSE 
this wretched park!

That is it! I have had enough of this RACKET!

Actually, that 
was my dad.

Live near a park, they said. Enjoy the 
beautiful sound of nature - HA. 

All I hear is cackling children and now 
the screeching of a sick cat!

Get out of my way!

We've got an umbrella 
– it'll be fine!

How about I carry your bag 
over to Shackleton’s house – 
and then I can double check 

the smoke alarms and 
escape plans are thorough 

and up to date. 

…RAIN.Well, we better get 
going, it looks like 

it's going to...

Oooooooooh ...

What is it? A shark?!

That's good!

That's bad! 

I did not expect to 
see THAT in our park!

Much too big to be a shark.

Oh no, not a shark.

GULP
GULP

Don't you eat my 
best friend's dad!

Amelia, get down 
from there!

No – we're going to ...

I did NOT agree to this!

Are we going to 
have a nap?

JUUUUUMP!
Yeah! We’re not just 
going to sit back and 
let you take OUR park.

... and we won’t 
stop until you 
lift this curse!

We’re not just kids, we’re ...

Oh puh-lease! 
What are you two bratty 

kids going to do to stop me?

and
MiLES
JONES
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Cartoon panel
Begin by compiling an ideas bank as a group or class to 
support younger learners to make predictions. Using 
a cartoon template ask your learners to draw what 
they think might happen to Miles and Jones next. How 
will they defeat the blobs? Will something even worse 
happen? Confident learners might add dialogue or 
notation under the boxes.

Free cartoon template  
www.canva.com/comic-strips/templates/

Ultravillain or ultrahero?
Which one do you want to be? Decide on your new 
name and design your costume. Label your drawing to 
show what each part of your costume does.

Cursing the wretched park
In the book we don’t get to read the curse that  
Glam-Evil puts on the park. Write a curse for her. Try 
to add a word that you might not usually use, like 
‘wretched’. 

Tie it up
Shackleton is learning to tie his shoelaces. There is 
an opportunity to check in with how your learners are 
doing with this skill. You could practice this, make it a 
race or give your learners the opportunity to learn from 
or teach a peer.

Untie the giant knot
This is a popular drama and scouting teamwork 
game for teams of 6 players. Players stand in a circle, 
shoulder to shoulder facing in. Players raise right arm 
and link hands with someone else (not the person next 
to them). They then raise their left hands and link with 
another person (not the person next to them and not 
the person they are already linked with). Encourage 
the players to talk about the moves they will make to 
untangle themselves and to make one move at a time. 
You might want to add a couple of ‘snips’: the adult can 
uncouple 2 hands twice to assist the untangling.
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To find more teachers notes go to  
www.hachette.co.nz/teachers-resources/


