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World War Two has been declared and the Chivers children are sent to the safety of the 
countryside. They are delighted to be brought back home when it looks like the Germans 
aren't going to invade after all. But the air-raid siren goes off and this time it's frighteningly 
real.
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HOOK FOR THE BOOK (BEFORE READING)
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Reading Journals
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1)2/,3&4($-/*#/",%
! At different points of the play encourage the pupils to make predictions about what 

might happen next, e.g. what event might happen, what a character might do next, how 

a character might be feeling.

! Pupils can give reasons for their predictions using evidence from the text. Different 

strategies could be used such as group discussion, post-it notes, silent debate, thought 

corridor, think pair share, freeze frames, hot-seating etc.

5%2/,3&67$%#/",%
! Ask questions and explore answers through further reading, research and discussion.

! Compose questions to ask the different characters. Hot-seat the characters, thinking 

about the response they would give to each question. 

8/%7)./%)#/",
! What extra information can be gathered from the illustrations? Which is your favourite 

illustration? Why?

! What other illustrations would you include? 

! Create your own image for a selected scene in the play.

57#+"(&9#7-:
! Find out about Julia Donaldson and create a biography.

! Finish the statement: ‘I like the way the author . . .’

! Explore author techniques: language, imagery, themes, viewpoint, style, plot 

development, use of punctuation, use of questions.

! Why does the author use italics?

! How does the author signal a change in the setting?

! How does the author show that the play is set in the past? Share at least ten examples 

with the reading group. Discuss why this is important to the play.

! Collect unfamiliar words and explore their meanings through the use of a dictionary. 

Create a glossary to explain the meaning of these unfamiliar words and phrases for other 

readers. 

! How does the author add humour to the play? Pupils can find examples in the text to 

support their answers.
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=*#7(@>#;%;'&B#8>*#8'&&#<7-;*+,#(-#=>7#@>(<(@=7<#=>7"#(<7#;*<=<("'+CG
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BEYOND THE BOOK – History Project on World War II

KS1 History (2014 Curriculum): Pupils should be taught about events beyond living memory that 
are significant nationally or globally; the lives of significant individuals who have contributed to 
national and international achievements.
KS2 History (2014 Curriculum): Pupils should be taught about a study of an aspect or theme in 
British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066 (e.g. a significant turning 
point in British history).

! When was World War Two and what caused it to begin?

! Who was Adolf Hitler? What was his role in World War Two?

! Role play: Pretend you are a group of advisors for the British government and debate the 
advantages and disadvantages of going to war with Germany.

! Who was Winston Churchill? How did he contribute to the Allies’ success?

! Was Dunkirk a success for the Allies? 
Write a newspaper report on the event from a British perspective. Discuss the role of 
propaganda, censorship and morale in media reports.

! Why was the Battle of Britain a turning point in World War Two?

! What was life like for Stanley in the British Army?

! What would the advantages and disadvantages have been to Britain if Germany had 
succeeded?

! How did Britain prepare for war? What would you do to prepare your country for war if 
you were Prime Minister?
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! K**G#(=#=:7#E*-=7;#'+#=:7#@;*<7;"#-:*EF#9:(=#8(-#L)'@#>*;#M'<=*;"NB#
)7-'@+#"*%;#*8+#E;*E(@(+,(#E*-=7;#E;*?*='+@#L)'@#>*;#M'<=*;"N#(+,#<;7(=7#(#<(=<:"#-&*@(+#
=*#7+<*%;(@7#<'6'&'(+-#=*#=(G7#E(;=F
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• 9:"#,*7-#;'--#<&,:(=#>77?#7+@*%A(B'+B#C:7#@:'&,A7+#C*#-'+B#-*+B-#,%A'+B#C:7'A#CA('+#
D*%A+7"E

• 9:(C#:(-#FC(+&7"#D*'+7,#%?#C*E#9:"#'-#;A-#G:'67A-%?-7CE
• 9:(C#:(??7+-#(C#;7CA*6'@>E#9:"#'-#C:'-#'=?*AC(+C#(C#C:'-#?*'+C#'+#:'-C*A"E
• 9:"#,',#-*#=(+"#=7+#D*'+#C:7#(A="#!7H*A7#!7'+B#@(&&7,#%?E
• 9:"#='B:C#;A-#G:'67A-B7C#(#D*!#(C#;7CA*6'@>E
• 9:(C#8(-#&'H7#&'>7#H*A#8*=7+#,%A'+B#C:'-#C'=7E#
• 9:"#,*7-#C:7#(%C:*A#%-7#C:7#?:A(-7#I:%-:J:%-:K#C*#,7-@A'!7#C:7#:*%-7#(+,#H(@C*A"E
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• 9:"#'-#C:7#-@7+7#7+C'C&7,#IL:7#M(@>'7-KE
• 9:"#(A7#C:7#@:'&,A7+#8('C'+B#'+#C:7#6'&&(B7#:(&&E#N*8#,*#"*%#C:'+>#C:7"#='B:C#!7#H77&'+BE#

)7-@A'!7#C:7'A#7=*C'*+-#'+#H'67#8*A,-O
• 9:"#,*7-#;A-#F='&7"#-("#IL:'-#'-+KC#(#@(CC&7#=(A>7CK#C*#P(A=7A#QA7BBE
• 9:7A7#,*#(&&#C:7#@:'&,A7+#B*E
• R=(B'+7#"*%#(A7#(+#76(@%77O#9A'C7#(#-:*AC#,7-@A'?C'*+#*H#"*%A-7&H#*+#(#&%BB(B7#&(!7&#

,7-@A'!'+B#8:"#-*=7*+7#-:*%&,#?'@>#"*%O
• 9:"#,*7-#F(A(:#N%BB'+-#8(+C#S&-'7#C*#&'67#8'C:#:7AE
• 9:"#:(-#+*#*+7#@:*-7+#M7A(#(+,#;("#)(8-*+E
• 9:*#'-#5&!7ACE
• 9:"#,*7-#;A-#F='&7"#C:'+>#C:(C#S&-'7T#$(@>#(+,#$*7"#(A7#&%@>"#C*#!7#B*'+B#8'C:#5&!7ACE
• 9:"#,*7-#;A-#F='&7"#A7?7(C#C:7#-7+C7+@7#IL:7#HA7-:#('A#8'&&#,*#C:7=#B**,K#767A"#C'=7#

C:7#@:'&,A7+#(A7#?'@>7,E
• 9:(C#B(=7#(A7#C:7#@:'&,A7+#?&("'+B#(C#-@:**&E#)7-@A'!7#C:7#A%&7-#C*#(#?(AC+7AO

!"#!$%&%!'()*!+,,-+$%
!"#$%&'(#)*+(&,-*+

Explore Language Used:
jostle, geranium, daft, shrapnel, braining me, folks, rubble, aye, hanky, crackpot ideas, daftie, 
pipe down, recruiting office, suchlike, tons of workers, hush-hush
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! )'-9%--#:;7#(::':%,7#*<#:;7#6'&&(=7#9;'&,>7+#:*8(>,-#:;7#76(9%77-#<>*?#@(+9;7-:7>A
! B(+#:;7#8*>,-#87#-("#!7#;%>:<%&C#)'-9%--#;*8#87#-;*%&,#:>7(:#*:;7>-#(+,#7?!>(97#

,'<<7>7+97-A
! D*8#,*7-#E(&&"#:>"#:*#;7&FC
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! G;(:#'-#(#!&(9H*%:C#G;"#8(-#:;7#!&(9H*%:#'?F*>:(+:#,%>'+=#:;7#I&':JC
! K7(,#:;7#&7::7>#<>*?#L&-'7A#G;(:#;(67#:;7#9;'&,>7+#!77+#,*'+=#'+#:;7#9*%+:>"C
! G;"#'-#':#:**#,(+=7>*%-#<*>#:;7#9;'&,>7+#:*#>7?('+#'+#@(+9;7-:7>C
! G;"#,*7-#@>-#B;'67>-!7&'767#:;(:#:;7#>7(&#,(+=7>#'-#:;7#!&(9H*%:#(+,#+*:#D':&7>C#)*#"*%#

(=>77C
! D*8#'-#)*>'-#;7&F'+=#,%>'+=#:;7#8(>C
! D*8#,*7-#:;7#(%:;*>#-;*8#:;(:#@>#I>'==-#'-#<>*?#:;7#+*>:;#*<#L+=&(+,C
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! D*8#&*+=#;(67#:;7#9;'&,>7+#!77+#(8("#<>*?#;*?7C
! )'-9%--#8;"#:;7#-97+7#'-#9(&&7,#MN>'9H&'+=#D*?7OA
! G;"#'-#@'--#EH7&:*+#9>*--C
! D*8#,*7-#P':7#D(&&#9*?F(>7#:*#:;7'>#;*?7#'+#@(+9;7-:7>C
! G;"#,*7-#$*7"#+*:#8(+:#:*#F&("#(+"?*>7C
! G;(:#'-#(#>(:'*+#!**HC

!"#!$%&%!'()*!+,,-+$%
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Explore Language Used:
parish clerk, bustling, sturdy, tumbledown, scrummy, asthma, toffs, vackies, lice

Explore Language Used:
parish clerk, bustling, sturdy, tumbledown, scrummy, asthma, toffs, vackies, lice



Notes for teachers and librarians on

!"#$%&'&!()*+$,--.,%by Julia Donaldson

9781444938791 | Available now

! Imagine you are shopping on a ration. Plan a well-balanced meal using your rations.

! Why was Mrs Chivers cross when she left the grocer’s?

! Why does Mrs Chivers decide to bring her children back to Manchester?

! How did Stanley get from France to Britain?

! Why has Stanley come home to Manchester?

! What does Brian mean when he says ‘Shut up, Jack! I keep telling you, walls have ears.’?

SCENE 5

! What was the Christmas Blitz?

! ‘Christmas will still be Christmas, cake or no cake.’ What does Mr Chivers mean when he 

says this?

! What is a wireless? Compare technology from the 1930s and technology used today.

! Why does Mr Chivers have to do an extra duty tonight?

! What is an air raid? Why does the family need a shelter in the garden?

! Imagine you are a member of the Chivers family. What would you take into the air-raid 

shelter?

! What is a Stuka and a Heinkel? Investigate other planes used during World War Two.

! Why does the family switch off their torches when they peep outside the shelter?

! What do they see when they look outside?

! Describe the feelings of the characters when they realise that a bomb is on the roof. 

What would you do in this situation?

! How does the author create a ‘cliffhanger’ at the end of the air-raid scene?

! What do we learn from Stan’s letters?

! Why was it important to have rest homes during the war? 

!"#!$%&%!'()*!+,,-+$%
by Julia Donaldson

Explore Language Used:
trickling, convenience, fond, grocery shop, ration book, Spam, cluster

Explore Language Used:
cheerio, wireless, as quick as you can say Jack Robinson, daresay, by gum, 
jollier
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! 9:(;#'-#(#<='-*+7=#*>#8(=?
! 9:*#(=7#@(*&*#(+,#A%'B'?#9:"#(=7#;:7"#'+#C=';('+?
! 9:*#'-#D%--*&'+'?#E*8#,',#F;(&"#!7G*H7#'+6*&67,#'+#;:7#8(=?
! E*8#,*7-#;:7#(%;:*=#-:*8#;:(;#@(*&*#(+,#A%'B'#(=7#>=*H#F;(&"?
! 9*%&,#"*%#-<7(I#;*#;:7#F;(&'(+-?#9:"?
! J=7(;7#(#;*%='-;#!=*G:%=7#>*=#K'7+(L
! 9:(;#8*%&,#"*%#H'--#;:7#H*-;#'>#"*%#87=7#'+#(#>*=7'B+#G*%+;="?

!"#!$%&%!'()*!+,,-+$%
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Explore Language Used:
rosehip syrup, foreign, invaders, pleated


